
Taryn Simon

A Polite Fiction

Underneath layers of cement and drywall in the

Fondation Louis Vuitton is a message in green

permanent marker on concrete: ÒOubliez la terre.

Elle ne vaut pas le coup ... � moins que vous soyez

l� pour me sauverÓ (Skip earth. Not worth it ...

unless youÕre coming to save me).

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊIn A Polite Fiction (2014), Taryn Simon maps,

excavates, and records the gestures that became

entombed beneath Ð and within Ð the buildingÕs

surfaces during its five-year construction.

Designed by Frank Gehry, the Fondation was built

to house the art collection of Bernard Arnault, one

of the worldÕs wealthiest individuals and owner of

the largest luxury conglomerate in the world.

Simon collects this buried history and examines

the latent social, political, and economic forces

pushing against power and privilege.

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊIn the part of the project featured in this

issue of e-flux journal, Simon investigates the

removal or disappearance of objects from the

construction site of the Fondation Louis Vuitton,

designed by Frank Gehry. Simon entered an

invisible marketplace, tracking, purchasing, and

photographing objects taken from the site. Items

include copper and aluminum cables sold to

scrap dealers; cement used by a father to build

the walls of his daughterÕs bedroom; and an oak

sapling that a worker took to Poland, planted, and

named after his boss. The custody and movement

of these objects transform their value, as they

pass from employer to worker and, ultimately, to

artist.

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊSome geographic details and all of the

names in A Polite Fiction have been redacted.
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Taryn Simon is a multidisciplinaryÊartist who has

workedÊin photography, text, sculpture and

performance. Her practice involves extensive research,

guided by an interest in systems of categorization and

classification. SimonÕs works have been the subject of

monographic exhibitions at Ullens Center for

Contemporary Art, Beijing (2013); Museum of Modern

Art, New York (2012); Tate Modern, London (2011);

Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin (2011); and Whitney

Museum of American Art, New York (2007). Permanent

collections include Metropolitan Museum of Art, Tate

Modern, the Guggenheim Museum, Centre Georges

Pompidou, and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

Her work is included in the 56

thÊ

Venice Biennale (2015).

She is a graduate of Brown University and a

Guggenheim Fellow. Simon lives and works in New York.
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