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This text was originally written for the e-flux
project Superhumanity, in response to the 2016
Istanbul Design Biennial, which was entitled ÒAre
We Human?Ó

The EU Buffer State
Asking ourselves the question ÒAre we human?Ó
in the context of Istanbul today forces us to
confront the inhuman design of the European
Union. Only a few years ago, Turkey was still in
the race to become a new EU member state, a
bid that was blocked due to, on the one hand, the
regimeÕs brutal crackdown on press and any
other form of opposition, and on the other, the
strengthening wave of European xenophobia that
distrusted a future member state in which Islam
was the predominant faith.1 Instead, in the
context of the current refugee crisis, Turkey has
been turned into an EU buffer state: the outer
frontier of the supranational project which now
operates as the new extralegal border. Only
72,000 preselected Syrian refugees, out of the
2,700,000 currently in Turkey, have been allowed
passage through.2
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊThis transformation of Turkey into an EU
buffer state comes at a high price. First, there is
the three billion euros that the EU has handed
over to Erdo!anÕs regime to stop the flow of
asylum seekers. The second cost is that of our
supposed Òhumanity.Ó Creating a political
dependency on the regime of Recep Tayyip
Erdo!an and his Justice and Development Party
(AKP) means that the EU is directly implicated in
the legitimization of a regime that has long
waged a ruthless war against its Kurdish
population in Bakûr (Northern Kurdistan, in
southeast Turkey), while shamelessly
persecuting all civil opposition: from activists
and comedians to journalists and academics, to
its opposition in parliament, whose immunity
from prosecution was recently lifted.3 And after
the failed military coup of July 15, lists for a
large-scale purge of the legal and academic
professions were ready to be deployed instantly.
It should not surprise us that Erdo!an has
occasionally sidestepped the messy work of
caring for refugees and proceeded directly to
shooting them instead, all in order for the EU to
keep its claim as protector of human rights intact
by simply outsourcing violations to its buffer
state.4
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊThe three billion euros handed over to the
regime perversely suggests that it provides some
kind of safe haven. It might not have been
intended to bolster Erdo!anÕs ever growing
military apparatus, but it does provide for its
ethical legitimacy. The EU sponsors regional
human rights for its member states while
sponsoring bullets for its buffer state. And while
ultranationalist and fascist parties within the EU
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