I began writing The Art of Cooking in the mid-
1970s and periodically revisit the manuscript. A
mock dialogue between Julia Child, the early
television chef schooling Americans in how to
produce haute cuisine at home, and then New
York Times restaurant critic Craig Claiborne, it
uses food and the construction of elevated taste
(“art”) to explore value and its relation to gender,
class, race, and colonization. The present episode
centers on access to food. Specifically, it takes on
the people’s right to affordable high-quality food
— and the repeated effort to either get fair prices,
with government support, from producers and
middlemen or otherwise obtain and distribute
food by other means, such as by seizing and
Martha Rosler and Josh Neufeld allocating it via actions often called food riots,

= which are a recurring form of people’s justice.
Food Riot? Food

- Josh Neufeld and | have worked on this comic off
R I ot ' and on for about a year, and its topicality and
" resonance have varied as we did so. In the run-up
to publication, when hoarding and price gouging
scarred the coronavirus pandemic response, the
comic, as already written, seemed to pitch itself
in one direction. But as we are about to go to
press, with the comic still unchanged, a different
question of justice is at stake: people’s right to
demand justice and equal treatment as well as
equal access to social goods under the law in
every aspect of life. No justice, no peace.
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— martha rosler
X
Photo sources and references:

Julia Child photo: Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute,
Harvard University

Craig Claiborne photo: adapted from the cover of Craig
Claiborne’s A Memoir with Recipes: A Feast Made with
Laughter.

Page 5, panel 4: Charles S. Whitman, Governor of New York.
From the George Grantham Bain collection at the Library of
Congress.

Page 7, panel 2: Cover of the International Socialist
Review (April 1917)

Articles on the riots:

“Women in Bread Riot at Doors of City Hall: With Babies in
Arms they Cry for Cheaper Food — Dispersed by Police,” New
York Times, February 21, 1917.

“FOOD SEIZURE BY COMMISSION, GOVERNOR'S PLAN,” The
New York Times, February 23, 1917, p. 1. Also quoted in “Food
Prices Create Disorder,” The American Produce Review vol. 43,
1917.

e-flux journal #110 — june 2020 Martha Rosler and Josh Neufeld

Food Riot? Food Riot!

01.06.22 / 10:46:08 EST



Food Riot? FOOD RIOT!

A visualized excerpt from “The Art of Cooking: a (mock) dialogue between Julia Child and Craig Claiborne”

by Martha Rosjer and Josh Neufeld

T'S THE MID 1970S. The U.S. is in the
midst of a food craze, with gourmet
food, vegetarianism, macrobiotics,
foreign foods, regional specialties,
and whathaveyou occupying the public's
attention, Everyone agrees that there is
art in cooking, if only we could locate and
learn it. Julia Child and Craig Claiborne
have been meeting regularly to discuss a
question that occupies them: If cooking is
Art, what /s the art of cooking?

Their conversations occur on bus benches,
in frain stations, restaurants, diners,
bistros, and libraries, as they ponder the
question -- citing everyone from Kant

to line cooks, from Trimalchio to Brillat-
Savarin -- of where in the hierarchy of
artistic endeavor cooking finds ifs place.
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The role of JULIA
will be played by
a STICK of BUTTER

The role of CRAIG
will be played by
a GLASS of RED WINE

The role of THE WOMAN
will be played by
a PICKLE

Julia has captured the hearts of millions
of women who see her on public television,
in her suburban kitchen, showing them,
without airs or snobbery, the basics of
French cooking, the standard of civilized
dining, Craig, from his high perch at the
New York Times, is the premier arbiter
of fine dining, and at the pinnacle of his
profession,

As our scene opens, Julia and Craig are

in a small eatery, discussing farming

and food distribution, when they are
interrupted by a no-nonsense, forward-
thinking young feminist who has periodically
dropped in on them.

Today she seems a bit more on the sour
side than usual.
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U.S. suffers '
from some
kind of Social ‘ But :
Darwinism, we have to point a
finger at raciSm. We should
have eradicated that in the
nineteeth century --the worid
could have avoided so
much!

r
People saw themselves as
of good pioneer stock with a
heritage to uphold, usually an
Anglo-Saxon one.

These
were the
nativists. They believed
in individualism -- they
ignored all the help the
government gave them

in colonizing the
country...

They thought people should
pull themselves up by their
bootstraps!

W.

That must be a joke!
Everyone knows you can't
pull yourself up by your own
bootstraps.

..and all the
wealth that had
been created by
slavery.
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Charity --is that the answer?

Charity and contempt for poor
people used to go hand in hand --
those English debtors’ prisons

Charity?

and workhouses!

We've got food programs

for poor people now, though!
They must be doing something...

No food riots
in our country. At
least people aren't

hungry.

A food riot?
Do ftell!

Queen Anne's
War? What war is
that?
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Say,
| bet you didn't

That idea
lived on in the U.S,,
mostly through the
churches.

What?!

know that back in 1917,

HA! some Jewish immigrant
Plenty of housewives on the Lower
people are East Side of New York

hungry! staged a food

riot.

That particular dustup was over
price gouging. Merchants were
raising prices because the U.S. was
about to enter the war, the First
World War, They wanted to make
money of £ people’s tendency to
stockpile.

So the women knew
suppliers were hoarding,
and that provoked their

outrage, | see,

Oh, one of the French and Indian
Wars. In May (713, a few hundred
people came to Boston Common,
making a ruckus over high bread
prices. Then, they attacked a
merchant’s ship and broke into his
warehouses looking for grain,

Poor people are supposed to be
protected, by law and custom,
from price gouging.

This whole thing reminds me
of the Boston riots of the
1710$ -- grain merchants hoarding
grain or selling it for export
to West Indian plantations, and
so on, That only added to the
shortages related to Queen
Anne’s War, and --

They
shot the
lieutenant
governor wheng\
he got in their ——
way! L
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The colonial
government prohibited
grain exports in fimes
of shortage. They also

controlled grain and
bread prices and set up a
public granary.

®

At a
public meeting,
a man Suggested
that they should
of fer a merchant
a fair price for
the grain,

"

At any rate--as |
was saying --

Yes --
about New
York,
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But grain riots

continued to

occur in Boston,

even into the

early nineteenth

cenfury,

e

Negotiations
between people
and cornered
merchants...That

The early nineteenth century?..
| seem o remember something about a
flour riot in New York around then? High
prices and poor grain harvests!

And then, the
panic of 1837
hit! Banks failed!
Newspapers spread
rumors that grain stocks
were Jow and that
merchants were
stockpiling.

Yes! But
the Boston
crowd just looted
the stockpiled

grain and went

used to happen in

England, | believe. home,

Well, okay!

In New York in (917, some immigrant women on the Lower East
Side, calling themselves the Mother’s Anti-High Price League
or the Mother’s Vigilance committee --mostly some socialists
headed by a Mrs, Ida Harris -- were operating out of the Jewish

Daily Forward right there on East Broadway.

Anyway,
these women went
out and made some

public demands, and then
they marched on City Hall.
They wanted the city, state,
and federal governments to set
aside a million dollars for
"municipal stores," to sell
food and necessaries at
reasonable prices,

And on top
of that, they
wanted another million
for a school Junch

program.




The

age-old demands. No, | don't "
We still get those il g, e But still
today, don't we? Did it government stores
; eere
work back then? Did O G SARE) Governor

they get what they foodstuffs. Whitman was

wanted? contemplating a law allowing
food to be seized. The New York
— Times -- without condemnation--called
A it a "food dictatorship under

State authority."

Th “City Hall-- Tammany Hall, it was called -- was against
_That does sound the governor’s plan because it would provide..."
like what the women

were demanding.

\ Vo ! /o
But \\ \ / TOO MUCH
it didn't \ \ REPUBLICAN

PATRONAGE!

work!

"Even though the governor had Well... eventually we did get school

called the food shortage--" So, no Junch programs --in the 1940s!
state-run But those programs mostly did a
programs. lousy job, despite what you may

The have thought.

most serious perhaps

in the history of this
State!
1+ will
grow worse
before it grows
better.

Yes, | suppose public school lunches Nor do |-
were poor, But Paul and | don’f have 70 Kids.
any children, so | wouldn't really know,
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Yes, yes, but then
the Black Panthers set up
a Breakfast for Children program
for school kids starting in 1968. It was
part of their programs for survival--
"Survival pending revolution,”

The first food
donation came from
Emmett Grogan, one of the
San Francisco Diggers -- you
know, the people who are giving

away free food...

"The Panthers’ school
breakfast program? It
spread to more than
forty Panther chapters
in the U.S. And they didn't
look for any support from
charities or government,

They fed fifty thousand or so
kids. The meals aimed for nutritional
balance, too, Because they were so
successful, they

also provided

But, to get back to my story... Back
in 1917, a couple of days after those
Lower East Side women made their
demands, hundreds of them rushed to
City Hall and created havoc.

The demonstration -- which
definitely turned into a riot
--was led by an anarchist
agitator, Marie Ganz, along
with members of the
Mothers’ League.

And then
they went
after the poultry
markets, ripping
chickens to
shreds.
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some kind of

PEOPLE’'S

model or pointers
for government
policy.

), ol

FREE FOOD
'PROGRAM

Not kidding."

A proper riot
then!

The women wanted a boycott of certain
foods with high prices, Rioting spread to other
Jewish immigrant areas, and soon women were
overturning produce pushcarts and pelting
vendors and cops with vegetables.

What are you
saying, now?
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There are
The g reports that women
Friday meal for Eastern followed the smell of chicken
European Jews usually involved a Soup coming from tenement
chicken, You could cook it on Friday and apartments and entered the kitchen
eat it through the Sabbath, so there and dumped the chicken soup info
were a lot of chickens in the sewer outside.
play that day.
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They made a fiood niorsiin At least THEY were
show of it.

New York City in my in a Dionysian frenzy,

lifetime! These women evirl i EEareien oF
sound worse than the wine, not chicken,
Maenads!

CORS

The Maenads Not chickens.
ripped PEOPLE
apart, though,

Not chickens.

But anyway, | don't
think the Maenads
were staging a righteous,
radical consumer

action!
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With her work on food and cuisine; on housing, the
built environment, and the right to the city; on sex and
gender roles; and on militarism and the national
security state — as well as on art, media, and
representation — martharosler is intent on tracing the
naturalized systems of law, valuation, and belief that
structure our world and shape our daily

experiences, persistently rewarding members of some
groups while constraining others. She hopes that her
work, in whatever form and by whatever media, is part
of the effort to understand and dismantle these
systems of control and cooptation.

Josh Neufeld is a Brooklyn-based cartoonist known
for his nonfiction narratives of political and social
upheaval, told through the voices of witnesses.
Neufeld has been a Knight-Wallace Fellow in
journalism, an Atlantic Center for the Arts Master
Artist, and a Xeric Award winner. His

works include A.D: New Orleans After the

Deluge and The Influencing Machine.
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