The following predictions were from a 2027 report
of the Future Arts Alliance, entitled O3 Mind-
Melting Facts About the Future of Art.O They have
proved a classic of art futurology in the

intervening decades, despite all the dislocations
caused by years of civil conflict and ecological
displacement, largely because of their accurate
assumptions about these larger motivating
political and economic forces.
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its scattered inaccuracies, exaggerations, and
now-archaic terminology left unchanged.
EEEEEEEEEEBYy the mid-twenty-first century, we predict
that it will become clear that what used to be

called Ovisual artO has essentially split into three

Ben Davis disparate but well-defined tendencies.

EEEEEEEEEEBY this time, what media theorists and
T re e sociologists referred to as the Oaestheticization
of capitalismO is complete. Cultural life has

Te n d e n C I eS Of largely migrated into various mediated and

virtual platforms, all controlled by quasi-

monopolistic corporations.
F u tu re Art EEEEEEEEEEThe market for new singular art objects
craters as interior decorating trends favor the
ultra-minimalism that best serves as a
background for various forms of customizable
augmented reality experiences.
EEEEEEEEEEExamples of old-fashioned 2-D and 3-D
arts, created in artisanal traditions, are
relegated to specialist historical research
societies rather than public-facing institutions.
OATrtO in the Romantic sense of the expression of
heroic individuality becomes anachronistic, an
object of appreciation much the way ancient
ruins or historical sites are appreciated today.
EEEEEEEEEEThat is, such an artistic tradition is
considered historically important, with the
pathos of representing the life-form of a
superseded age of culture B but without a
connection to continuing vernacular forms of
creative expression.
EEEEEEEEEEIn the relentlessly presentist society,
museums transform themselves. Art institutions
mutate into purveyors of contemporary adult
theme-park attractions (so-called OBig Fun ArtO),
integrated into an increasingly fluid and mobile
world of OexperienceO-based leisure.
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guestions of authorship in favor of the demands
of interactivity in the mid-twenty-first-century
cultural sphere. It will matter little to the
audience of a future kunsthalle who did
something or the personal or social symbolism
involved, outside of how it competes for their
dollar as an attraction, and gratifies an appetite
for in-person personalizable entertainment.
EEEEEEEEEEThe latest feat of maximalist installation by
an artist becomes conceptually
indistinguishable, in the eyes of the future
cultural consumer, from a pop-up environment

Three Tendencies of Future Art
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Tendency A ofEFuture Arts AllianceOs 2027 report:EOExamples of old-fashioned 2-D and 3-D arts, created in artisanal traditions, are relegated to
specialist historical research societies rather than public-facing institutionsO

Othe fully capitalist, profit-oriented cultural mainstream of a capitalist, profit-oriented worldO
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OThe latest feat of maximalist installation by an artist becomes conceptually indistinguishable, in the eyes of the future cultural consumer,
from a pop-up environment wholly sponsored by a corporation as an advertisementO

-
Tendency BEof Future Arts AllianceOs 2027 report:EA film still fromEMOCA Gala 2011's promotional videoEwhich featured Marina Abramovi! as the guest artist.
OSecret rituals and private emblems, inaccessible to a broad public so as to reanimate the sense of personal destiny for the privilegedO
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OA small number of artists B very small indeed next to the industrialized armies employed in the intricate spectacles of Tendency A b assume a new place,
woven into the private life of the upper echelon of a mainly self-isolated ruling class.O

OHaving a unique personal artist becomes a service similar to having a personal trainer or chef.O
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